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SENATE BILL 1225

SB 1225 will create a system of intrastate mutual aid between participating political subdivisions
within the Commonwealth. Mutual Aid agreements are important to enabling effective and rapid
response to manmade and natural disasters that require actions beyond the capacity of the
municipality or county in which the incident has occurred.

At present, Pennsylvania is one of only 15 states without a statewide mutual aid agreement.
While mutual aid occurs in the Commonwealth at the county and municipal level, it is often
without written agreements and without clearly defined divisions of responsibility. As a result,
cross jurisdictional aid often raises questions about liability and workers compensation concerns.

The enactment of formal Mutual Aid legislation will clarify roles and responsibilities across
Pennsylvania’s municipalities and between state and county officials relative to the prevention of,
response to, and recovery from threats to public health and safety that are beyond the response
capability of an affected community.

If you have any further questions, comments, or concerns regarding this or any legislation introduced by Senator John
Pippy, please do not hesitate to send an email to jpippy@pasen.gov or contact any office.
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